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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is in response to Application filed on 09/1 9/2003. 

2. Claims 1-30 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The Information Disclosure Statements filed on 1 1/15/2004 and 01/31/2005 were 
received and considered. The reference "IDoc - A SearchSAP Definition" was not considered 
since the Examiner was unable to access to it. Copies of the reviewed IDS(s) are enclosed with 
this action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions 
and requirements of this title. 



5. Claims 1 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 



With respect to claim 1 1 , the "information carrier" is not limited to tangible media in 
accordance with Applicant 's specification, which states that it may be a propagated signal, not in 
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and of itself a tangible medium. Note that amending claim 1 1 to recite - machine-readable 
storage device - would overcome this rejection. 

Claims 12-20 are rejected as incorporating the deficiencies of claim 1 1 upon which they 
depend. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

7. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 10, 11-13, 16, 17, 20, 21-23, 26, 27 and 30 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hanzek (US Patent No 6,980,963). 

As to claim 1 , Hanzek teaches: 
"A method" (see Abtract, [column 11, lines 20-42] and [column 25, lines 45-55]) comprising: 

"updating record content including in a database" (see [column 1 1 , lines 20-42] and 
[column 25, lines 45-56]); 
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"extracting updated record content during a periodic time interval" (see [column 25, lines 
50-62]); 

"producing an internal file that includes data representing the updated record content" 
(see [column 25, lines 63-67] and [column 26, lines 1-10] wherein a comma delimited flat file is 
equivalent to Applicant 's "internal document"); 

"producing a file that includes data corresponding to content of the internal document" 
(see [column 26, lines 1-25] wherein an XML message or the converted file is equivalent to 
Applicant ' "file"); and 

"sending the file at the periodic time interval" (see [column 25, lines 50-67] and [column 
26, lines 1-15]). 

As to claim 11, Hanzek teaches: 
"A computer program product, tangibly embodied in an information carrier" (see Abtract, 
[column 6, lines 35-55], [column 11, lines 20-42] and [column 25, lines 45-55]), the computer 
program product being operable to cause a machine to: 

"updating record content including in a database" (see [column 11, lines 20-42] and 
[column 25, lines 45-56]); 

"extracting updated record content during a periodic time interval" (see [column 25, lines 
50-62]); 

"producing an internal file that includes data representing the updated record content" 
(see [column 25, lines 63-67] and [column 26, lines 1-10] wherein a comma delimited flat file is 
equivalent to A pplicant 's "internal document"); 
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"producing a file that includes data corresponding to content of the internal document" 
(see [column 26, lines 1-25] wherein an XML message or the converted file is equivalent to 
Applicant ' "file"); and 

"sending the file at the periodic time interval" (see [column 25, lines 50-67] and [column 
26, lines 1-15]). 

As to claim 21, Hanzek teaches: 
"A system" (see Abtract, [column 6, lines 35-55], [column 11, lines 20-42] and [column 25, lines 
45-55]), comprising 

"a company including a computer system that updates record content including in a 
database" (see [column 1 1, lines 20-42] and [column 25, lines 45-56]), 

"updated record content is extracted from the database during a periodic time interval" 
(see [column 25, lines 50-62]), 

"the computer system produces an internal file that includes data representing the updated 
record content" (see [column 25, lines 63-67] and [column 26, lines 1-10] wherein a comma 
delimited flat file is equivalent to A pplicant 's "internal document"), 

"the computer system produces a file that includes data corresponding to content of the 
internal document" (see [column 26, lines 1-25] wherein an XML message or the converted file 
is equivalent to Applicant ' "file"), and 

"the file is sent at the periodic time interval" (see [column 25, lines 50-67] and [column 
26, lines 1-15]). 
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As to claims 2, 12 and 22, these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1,11 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 
Hanzek teaches: 

"wherein the file includes Extensible Markup Language" (see [column 26, lines 8-25] 
wherein XML message is equivalent to Applicant 's claim language). 

As to claims 3, 13 and 23, these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1, 1 1 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 
Hanzek teaches: 

"wherein updating record content including adding content" (see [column 12, lines 18- 
22] wherein the disclosure of new order updated in order bank is equivalent to Applicant 's claim 
language). 

As to claims 6, 16 and 26, these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1,11 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 
Hanzek teaches: 

"wherein the periodic time interval including a day" (see [column 11, lines 22-42] and 
[column 25, lines 45-55] wherein "nightly" is equivalent to Applicant 's claim language). 

As to claims 7, 17 and 27, these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1, 1 1 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 
Hanzek teaches: 
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"wherein the periodic time interval includes a week", (see [column 1 1, lines 33-42] and 
[column 12, lines 65-67] wherein "weekly" is equivalent to Applicant 's claim language). 

As to claims 10, 20 and 30, these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1,11 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 
Hanzek teaches: 

"repeating the updating, extracting, producing the internal document, producing the file 
and sending at a second periodic time interval" (see [column 12, lines 65-67] and [column 25, 
lines 50-55] wherein the disclosure of periodically the status process sends batch data update 
messages to workflow manager, wherein the process as disclosed including updating, extracting, 
producing a comma delimited flat file, producing a XML file and sending XML file and 
"periodically" also means "repeating", is equivalent to Applicant 's claim language). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



9. Claims 4, 5, 8, 9, 14, 15, 18, 19, 24, 25, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Hanzek (US Patent No 6,980,963) as applied to claims 1,11 and 21 
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above, and further in view of Goerke et al. (Employee Stock Plans Interface 1 .0 
Recommendation, 10/07/2002). 

As to claims 4, 5, 14, 15, 24 and 25, these claims are rejected based on arguments given 
above for rejected claims 1,11 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the 
following: 

Hanzek does not teach "wherein updating record content includes extending a time period 
in which the record content is valid" (claims 4, 14 and 24) and "wherein updating record content 
including shortening a time period in which the record content is valid" (claims 5, 15 and 25). 

Goerke et al. teach "wherein updating record content includes extending a time period in 
which the record content is valid" and "wherein updating record content including shortening a 
time period in which the record content is valid" (see [page 20] and [page 21] for the attributes 
"validFrom" and "validTo" of the record content "StockPlan", the inclusion of these attributes 
allows the updating record content including extending and shorting a time period in which the 
record content is valid as illustrated in Applicant's claim language). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Hansek by the teaching of Goerke et al. , since updating 
record content including extending and shortening a time period in which the record is valid 
provides a system more flexibility to evaluate an record content. As a result, the system can 
handle data processing more effectively based on valid information. 
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As to claims 8, 18 and 28 5 these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1,11 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 

Hanzek does not teach "wherein the record content includes information associated with 
a participant of a stock option program". 

Goerke et al. teach "wherein the record content includes information associated with a 
participant of a stock option program" (see [page 15, paragraphs 5-8]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Hanzek by the teaching of Goerke et al. , since including 
information associated with a participant of a stock option program provides a company with an 
effective way to manage their employees who entitle and participate in the stock option program 
of the company. 

As to claims 9, 19 and 29, these claims are rejected based on arguments given above for 
rejected claims 1,11 and 21 respectively, and are similarly rejected including the following: 

Hanzek does not teach "wherein the record content includes information associated with 
stock options granted in a stock option program". 

Goerke et al. teach "wherein the record content includes information associated with 
stock options granted in a stock option program" (see [page 15, paragraphs 5-8]). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Hanzek by the teaching of Goerke et ah , since including 
information associated with stock options granted in a stock option program provides a company 
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with an effective way to manage their stock options granted in the stock option program of the 
company. 

10. The prior art made of record and not replied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Donnelly et al. (US Patent No 6,049,776) teach a Resource Management System (RMS) 
having an RMS database containing files storing information on employees, employee skills, 
employee schedules and projects. The information in the files of the RMS database is obtained 
from external corporate database as well as from direct entry. RMS provides interfaces between 
the external databases and the RMS database for maintaining the information current that is 
stored therein. 

Ostertag et al. (Publication No US 2005/0015362) teach an information exchange tool 
which can extract employee information from an existing enterprise resource planning system of 
the enterprise which provides static employee information that is updated periodically. 



KLATT et al. (Publication No US 2003/0149798) teach apparatus for employing a 
procurement system to automatically procure printing order which includes a mirrored database. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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